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CHAMBER AWARDS 2007
Regional Winners Press Pack

Wales
The crème of Welsh businesses recognised by British Chambers of Commerce

BCC announces the regional winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 
25th October 2007 – The British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) and Royal Bank of Scotland today announced the regional winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 in Wales.  Now in its fourth year, the Chamber Awards were developed to recognise outstanding business achievement within the UK business community. 

There are eight different categories of awards nationally and businesses were permitted to enter as many as they wished.  The award categories and winners for Wales are detailed below.  
	Award
	Sponsor
	Chamber
	Winner
	Nature of Business

	Achievement in International Business
	Royal Bank of Scotland
	Newport and Gwent
	Industrial Automation and Control Ltd
	an electrical system integrator

	Most Promising New Business 
	BT 
	Cardiff
	Mazuma UK Limited
	accountancy services 

	Impact of Technology on your Business 

(Less than 50 employees)
	Microsoft
	Newport and Gwent
	Astrum-IP Limited
	Intellectual Property Rights management and enforcement

	Business of the Year
	Blackberry
	Cardiff and Newport
	GD Environmental Services Ltd
	waste management and disposal services

	Award for performance through people
	LSC
	Newport and Gwent
	Industrial Automation and Control Ltd
	an electrical system integrator

	Entrepreneur of the Year
	Xerox
	Cardiff and Newport
	James Norvill GD Environmental Services Ltd
	waste management and disposal services

	The Green Award
	E.ON
	Cardiff and Newport
	GD Environmental Services Ltd
	waste management and disposal services


NB: For more information on each of the different categories and winners please refer to relevant media alert below.

Peter Mileham, President of the BCC, said: 

“I am so proud of the Chamber Awards as they provide an opportunity to recognise and celebrate the success of businesses across the country.  Those who have got this far are already recognised as outstanding within their own regions and I congratulate them.  I wish them every success in the national final.”
Each of the regional winners received a certificate and they will all now go through to the national round of judging and the chance to win the top prize of £50,000 (double the amount of prize money of previous years) courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland. This prize will be awarded to the company that the judges agree should win the overall Award for Outstanding Business Achievement courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland. Last year this was won by AESSEAL PLC - a seal manufacturing company.  It won the award for its exemplary standards in product design and innovation, business ambition, and its impressive financial performance.  Judges felt that the company was a much needed role model to other businesses in the manufacturing sector. 
Steve Pateman from Royal Bank of Scotland Group added;
“I always expected the standard of entries received for this year’s Chamber Awards to be high.  However, I have been bowled over by the level of commitment, enthusiasm and success of so many British companies.  They all deserve recognition and reward for the contributions they make to their industries, to their customers and to the country.  We wish all the winners the best of luck in the national judging.”
The National Winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 will be announced at a Gala Dinner at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London on the 29th November 2007.

ENDS

For further information or requests for interviews please contact;

Judy Osborn 




Stuart Handley
Purple Rabbit (on behalf of the BCC)

Purple Rabbit  

Tel: 07834 602030



Tel: 07738 933444
judy.osborn@purplerabbit.co.uk


stuart.handley@purplerabbit.co.uk
Notes to the editors:

· The British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) is the authentic voice of British businesses.

· The BCC sits at the heart of a powerful nationwide network of Accredited Chambers of Commerce serving business across the UK, which employ over five million people.

BCC and Royal Bank of Scotland announce the Welsh winner of the Achievement in International Business
Industrial Automation and Control Ltd, a member of the Newport and Gwent Chamber of Commerce & Industry, has been announced as the regional winner of the Achievement in International Business in Wales for the Chamber Awards 2007. 
The organisation (an electrical system integrator) won the Royal Bank of Scotland-sponsored award because the judges were impressed with its performance in overseas markets in recent years along with its well conceived and executed strategy for export.  
Nigel Mills RBS Invoice Finance commented:

“Making a success of your business in your local community or the UK is tough enough but extending that into international markets takes courage and skill.  Congratulations to Industrial Automation and Control Ltd.  Export markets are all too often an untapped business opportunity.  You have shown what can be achieved.”
Industrial Automation and Control Ltd will now go through to national judging and the chance to win the top prize of £50,000, courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland. The National Winners of Chamber Awards 2007 will be announced at a Gala Dinner at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London on the 29th November 2007.

Peter Mileham, President of the BCC said,

“Gripple Ltd has shown how exporting is a powerful factor in many of Britain’s most successful businesses of all sizes.  That success does not come easily.  Only the best survive.  Congratulations to Industrial Automation and Control Ltd for its significant achievements as an exporter.”
ENDS

BCC and BT announce the Welsh winner of the Most Promising New Business Award

Mazuma UK Limited, a member of the Cardiff Chamber of Commerce, has been announced as the regional winner of the Most Promising New Business Award in Wales for the Chamber Awards 2007.  

The company (a provider of accountancy services), won the BT-sponsored award because the judges felt its innovative accounts monitoring process for SMEs is meeting a market need and is delivered in a ground-breaking style for those businesses who find monitoring their financial performance a frequent headache.  Overall, Mazuma is delivering a new twist on the traditional accountancy offer and this is delivering impressive early growth for the company.
Mick Hegarty, Marketing Director, BT Business commented;

“Starting a new business is an exciting and often daunting experience.  However, keeping it going in those challenging first few years takes talent, courage and tenacity.  We are delighted to recognise those organisations that are doing so well and showing great potential for the future.”
Mazuma UK Limited will now go through to national judging and the chance to win the top prize of £50,000, courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland. The National Winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 will be announced at a Gala Dinner at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London on the 29th November 2007.

Peter Mileham, President of the BCC, said;

“Starting and running a business requires total commitment and strong commercial acumen on the part of the founders.  So many businesses fail to make it past their first year, let alone their third. Applied Language Solutions is an inspiration to all of us in business.”
ENDS

BCC and Microsoft announce the Welsh winners of the Microsoft Award for Innovation through Technology

Astrum-IP Limited from the Newport and Gwent Chamber of Commerce has been announced as the regional winner of the Microsoft Award for Impact of Technology on your business (less than 50 employees) in Wales for the Chamber Awards 2007. 

Astrum-IP Limited won the Microsoft-sponsored award because the judges felt it was an excellent example of how a company can incorporate technological improvements to underpin growth.  The 'Green Light' model is simple for customers to use and the online payment option reduces red-tape, whilst reducing the length of payment terms for the company.  Its relatively modest investment in technological solutions has seen impressive initial financial performance.
Simon Hughes, Director, SME Business, Microsoft UK said;
“As organisations grow, the adoption of technology becomes a pre-requisite to a successful business and a fundamental part of business life.  New technologies are transforming every product and service, business process and sector of the economy.  For small and medium businesses, the decision to step up to a more sophisticated IT environment can be an enormous step.  We are proud to celebrate the best of these projects through the BCC Best use of Technology Award.”

Astrum-IP Limited will now go through to national judging and the chance to win the top prize of £50,000 courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland.  The National Winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 will be announced at a Gala Dinner at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London on the 29th November 2007.
Peter Mileham, President of the BCC, said;

“Technology touches all businesses.  It is often the difference between success and failure.  

Astrum-IP Limited has really made their technology investment work and this in turn has had a profound effect on their success.”
ENDS

BCC and Blackberry announce the Welsh winner of the Business of the Year Award

GD Environmental Services Ltd, a member of the Cardiff and Newport Chamber of Commerce, has been announced as the regional winner of the Business of the Year Award in Wales for the Chamber Awards 2007. 
The company provides waste management and disposal services.  It won the Blackberry sponsored award, because judges were impressed by its focus on delivering excellent customer service and its good financial and quality performance following a period of significant investment.  The judges were equally pleased to see the company’s clear approach to environmental issues, particularly reducing the amount of waste going to landfill sites.
Sarah Probert, BlackBerry, Customer Marketing Director, EMEA said;

"Many SMEs are using BlackBerry smartphones so that they can make the most of their limited and precious time - so we at RIM are acutely aware of the challenges that face this size of organisation. Many congratulations to GD Environmental Services Ltd on winning the award for Business of the Year. It is great testament to the work they do in the waste management sector."
GD Environmental Services Ltd will now go through to national judging and the chance to win the top prize of £50,000, courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland.  The National Winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 will be announced at a Gala Dinner the Victoria and Albert Museum, London on the 29th November 2007.

Peter Mileham, President of the BCC, said;

“GD Environmental Services Ltd is a business that really stands out from the crowd.  The competition was fierce.  Making it to the shortlist is tough and winning is reserved for only the very best.  Congratulations.”
ENDS

BCC and the Learning Skills Council (LSC) announce the Welsh winner of the Award for performance through people
Industrial Automation and Control Ltd a member of the Newport and Gwent Chamber of Commerce, has been announced as the regional winner of the Award for performance through people in Wales for the Chamber Awards 2007. 
The organisation (an electrical system integrator), won the LSC-sponsored award because the judges could see the positive impact that its shift to an employee-led performance development model has had on the financial success of the company.  Taking this approach has led to a settled, low turnover employee base and an attractive apprentice scheme which is always over subscribed. 
Liz Deakin - National Employer Service Relationship Director, LSC said;
“It doesn’t matter how good your product or service is - without the right people in place your business will suffer.  Industrial Automation and Control Ltd demonstrates the positive impact investment in workforce development can have on the bottom line.  Industrial Automation and Control Ltd is a role model for others to follow.”
Industrial Automation and Control Ltd will now go through to national judging and the chance to win the top prize of £50,000, courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland.  The National Winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 will be announced at a Gala Dinner at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London on the 29th November 2007.

Peter Mileham, President of the BCC said;
“The BCC has long been an advocate of the importance of investing in the skills development of your workforce.  A strategic skills and workforce development programme will be one of the most effective investments any business can make.  We congratulate Industrial Automation and Control Ltd for having the foresight to be so progressive in this area.”

ENDS

BCC and Xerox announce the Welsh winner of the Entrepreneur of the Year Award

James Norvill of GD Environmental Services Ltd (a waste management and disposal services company) and a member of the Cardiff and Newport Chamber of Commerce, has been announced as the regional winner of the Entrepreneur of the Year Award in Wales for the Chamber Awards 2007. 
James won the Xerox sponsored award because he impressed the judges with his drive, commitment and eye for continued improvements and new ideas, matched with his outstanding business acumen.
Darren Cassidy, UK Sales Director for Xerox UK said,
“Almost everyone thinks they can spot a business opportunity and create a successful company.  However true entrepreneurs are a rare breed.  This award recognises the achievements of the very best the UK has to offer.  We congratulate James for winning against so many strong candidates.”

James will now go through to national judging and the chance to win the top prize of £50,000, courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland. The National Winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 will be announced at a Gala Dinner at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London on the 29th November 2007.

Peter Mileham, President of the BCC said,

“Entrepreneurs are the pioneers of the modern age.  They take risks.  They spot opportunities when most of us see barriers.  We look forward to watching James’s business grow and succeed in the future.”
ENDS

BCC and E.ON announce the Welsh winner of the Green Award

GD Environmental Services Ltd, a member of the Cardiff and Newport Chamber of Commerce, has been announced as the regional winner of the Green Award in Wales for the Chamber Awards 2007. 
The organisation (a waste management and disposal services company), won the E.ON sponsored award because the judges were struck by its clear approach to environmental issues, particularly reducing the amount of waste going to landfill sites.  The linking of environmental issues to the company core objectives and targets has been the driver for reducing the impact the company has on the environment.  There is also clear evidence of how the company has assumed a role as an informed commentator on 'green' issues, which is matched by the actions it takes to tackle those issues.
Rob Schweidler, Head of Marketing for E.ON’s B2B division said;

“This is a great example of a company demonstrating how it is possible to match our desire to succeed in business with a positive contribution to the community.  Sustainability may have become a buzzword in business but GD Environmental Services has taken the subject to heart and is setting an example that all businesses can follow.”
GD Environmental Services Ltd will now go through to national judging and the chance to win the top prize of £50,000, courtesy of Royal Bank of Scotland. The National Winners of the Chamber Awards 2007 will be announced at a Gala Dinner at the Victoria and Albert Museum, London on the 29th November 2007.

Peter Mileham, President of the BCC said,

“Business today is not just about profit and the economy.  We all need to take our impact on the environment and our contribution to society at large, seriously.  The activities of the business community are key factors in the sustainability issue. GD Environmental Services Ltd is to be congratulated for showing us all the positive steps you can take in this area.”
ENDS

